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AREA 3 FORUM Wednesday, 17 September 2008 

 

AGENDA 
  

1. APOLOGIES  

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 To notify the Chairman of any items that appear later in the agenda in which you 
may have an interest.  
 

3. MINUTES  

 To consider the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd July 2008. (Pages 3 - 6) 
 

4. POLICE REPORT  

 A representative of Sedgefield Police will attend the meeting to give a report on 
crime statistics, initiatives and neighbourhood priorities.   
 

5. LOCAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME - UPDATE ON PROJECT ACTIVITY  

 Report of Assistant Chief Executive.  (Pages 7 - 10) 
 

6. QUESTIONS  

 The Chairman will take questions from the floor.   
 

7. ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE URGENT  

 To consider any other business which, with the consent of the Chairman, may be 
submitted.  Representatives are respectfully requested to give the Chief 
Executive notice of items to be raised under this heading no later than 12 noon 
on the day preceding the meeting in order that consultation may take place with 
the Chairman who will determine whether the item will be accepted.  
 

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 Wednesday, 12th November 2008 at Sedgefield Parish Hall  
 

 B. Allen 
Chief Executive 

Council Offices 
SPENNYMOOR 
8th September 2008 
 

 

 
 
 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION 

Any person wishing to exercise the right of inspection in relation to this Agenda and associated papers should contact 
Mrs. L. Walker Tel 01388 816166 ext 4240 email lwalker@sedgefield.gov.uk 
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  AREA 3 FORUM  - DISTRIBUTION 
 
TO: - SEDGEFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 Councillor T. Ward (Chairman) 
 Councillor J. Burton (Vice-Chairman)  

  
 Councillors D.R. Brown, D. Chaytor, Mrs. L. Hovvels and J. Robinson, J.P 
 

DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL 

Councillor P. Brooks 
Councillor D.R. Brown 
Councillor Mrs. L. Hovvels 
Councillor J. Robinson, J.P 
 

SEDGEFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 

Councillor Ms. M. Brown 
Councillor D. Waters 
Mrs. L. Swinbank 
 
TRIMDON PARISH COUNCIL 

Councillor L. Burton  
Councillor B. Thompson  
Councillor R. Passfield  
L. Oliver 
 

TRIMDON COLLIERY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

G. Elliott  
 

FISHBURN PARISH COUNCIL 

Councillor Mrs. S. Nicholson  
J. Irvine 
 
MORDON PARISH MEETING 

Mr. R. Stratford  
 

BRADBURY PARISH MEETING 

Mr. K. Pallister  
 

SEDGEFIELD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

Mr. D. Waters  
 
FISHBURN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

Mrs. S. Evans  
 

TRIMDON GRANGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

P. Dudden 
 

SEDGEFIELD COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Mrs. L. Ackland  
 

JOINT TRIMDONS REGENERATION PARTNERSHIP 

Mrs. M. Hughes  
 

Annex
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SEDGEFIELD DEVELOPMENT TRUST 

P. Ellwell  
 
DURHAM CONSTABULARY 

Sergeant B. O’Connor 
 

CAVOS 

Chief Executive Officer   
 
TRIMDON 2000  
Mrs. R. Welsh  
 
COUNTY DURHAM PRIMARY CARE TRUST 

C. Ward  
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SEDGEFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
AREA 3 FORUM 

 
 
Community College, 
Trimdon Village 

 
Wednesday,  
2 July 2008 

 

 
 

Time: 7.00 p.m. 

 
Present: Councillor J. Burton ( in the Chair) – Sedgefield Borough Council and  
 

Councillor D.R. Brown – Sedgefield Borough Council 
Councillor Mrs. L. Hovvels – Sedgefield Borough Council 
Sergeant B. O’Connor – Durham Constabulary 
Mrs. P. Buckley-Atkins – Sedgefield Community Association 
Mrs. J. Dixon – Sedgefield Community Association 
R. Easson – Sedgefield Community Association 
Mrs. J. Featherstone – Sedgefield Community Association 
Mrs. W. Gill – Sedgefield Community Association 
P. Hinde – Sedgefield Community Association 
Councillor Mrs. M. Brown – Sedgefield Town Council 
Councillor D. Waters – Sedgefield Town Council 
Councillor Mrs. L. Burton – Trimdon Parish Council 
Mrs. G. Norton – Trimdon Resident 

 
 
 

In 
Attendance: 

 
Mrs. L. Walker and Mrs. N. Woodgate – Sedgefield Borough Council 
 

Apologies: Councillor D. Chaytor                 -   Sedgefield Borough Council 
 Councillor T. Ward                      -   Sedgefield Borough Council 
 

Councillor J. Robinson J.P – Sedgefield Borough Council 
Councillor Mrs. M. Robinson  – Sedgefield Town Council 
Mrs. L. Swinbank – Sedgefield Town Council 
Mrs. L. Akland – Sedgefield Community College 
Mrs. A. Oliver – Local Resident 

 
 

AF(3)1/08 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
No declarations of interest were received. 
 

AF(3)2/08 MINUTES 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 16th April, 2008 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. (For copy see file of Minutes). 
 

AF(3)3/08 POLICE REPORT 
Sergeant B. O’Connor was present at the meeting to give details of crime 
statistics in the area. 
 
It was reported that crime statistics were as follows :- 
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Type of Crime: Sedgefield: Fishburn: Trimdon 
Village: 

Trimdon Grange/ 
Trimdon Colliery: 

Burglary (Dwelling) 0 0 0 0 

Burglary (Other) 6 1 1 2 

Theft 4 2 4 2 

Criminal Damage 10 6 9 1 

Assault 4 2 2 0 

Vehicle Crime 5 1 6 5 

Total Incidents 
Reported 

403 140 166 64 

 
Discussion took place in relation to anti-social behaviour.  It was noted that 
high visibility patrols were being increased and additional Police officers 
and Community Support officers supported by Neighbourhood Wardens 
were being deployed in Sedgefield Village during weekends to deal with 
anti-social behaviour and to re-assure local residents. 
 
All youths found to be in possession of alcohol would have their alcohol 
seized and a Police Officer would make a home visit.  Efforts would be 
made to track the sale of alcohol and identify those supplying it to youths 
under the age of eighteen.  Anyone found to have sold it or supplied it to 
an under eighteen would be subject to Police action. 
 
Reference was made to incidents of criminal damage to educational 
premises in Trimdon Village.  It was noted that the area was being 
targeted by Police and there had been a significant reduction in the 
amount of incidents reported. 
 
Discussion took place in relation to Neighbourhood Priorities.  It was 
explained that by setting Neighbourhood Priorities the Police were able to 
find out what the local issues were that made people feel unsafe in their 
neighbourhood and ask them to put them in order of priority.  The Police 
would then decide with partners and local people what should be done to 
deal with those priorities and work with them to deliver the solutions.  The 
public would also be informed of what was being done and given the 
opportunity to say if they were satisfied with the results. 
 
The Forum was then asked to set four Neighbourhood Priorities for Area 3. 
 
The Forum agreed that anti-social behaviour was an issue across Area 3 
and requested that the following areas be targeted :- 
 

• The Park and Co-op in Fishburn 

• Wykes Close and St. Edmonds Churchyard, Sedgefield 

• Church Road, Trimdon Village 

• Community Centre at Trimdon Colliery 
 
Concern was expressed regarding the difficulties in contacting the Police 
using the non-emergency number and the slow response to some calls.  
Sergeant O’Connor explained that he would contact the Control Room 
Supervisor to discuss the situation. 
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AF(3)4/08 LOCAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME 
Consideration was given to a report of the Assistant Chief Executive 
regarding the above.  (For copy see file of Minutes). 
 
Members were reminded that Area 3 Forum had been allocated £532,000 
of LIP capital resources between 2006 and 2009 to tackle the issues as 
outlined in the Council’s Community Strategy.  Projects to the value of 
£267,681 had been approved to date. 
 
The role of the Area Forum was to provide a view of the project within the 
Area.  The project would then be considered by the Council’s Management 
Team and Cabinet.  The latter would decide whether or not to allocate 
funding to the project.  Representatives from Sedgefield Community 
Association were present at the meeting to present the application. 
 
It was explained that the project would enhance the existing facilities and 
open up disused and under-used spaces in the first floor attics and 
basement all of which were unable for public use. 
 
The first phase to which the application related involved the installation of 
a lift to all levels, a new IT facility, IT education in the community provision, 
refurbished toilets and new office accommodation for the Neighbourhood 
Warden and the Association. 
 
The Forum noted that £103,000 of LIP funding had been requested to 
carry out the works. 
 
Following detailed discussion the Forum agreed to support the Application. 
        

AF(3)5/08 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday 17th September, 2008 at Youth and Community Centre, 
Butterwick Road, Fishburn 
 
 

 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION 

Any person wishing to exercise the right of inspection, etc., in relation to these Minutes and associated papers should 
contact Mrs. L. Walker Tel 01388 816166 ext 4240 email lwalker@sedgefield.gov.uk 

 

Page 5



Page 6

This page is intentionally left blank



AREA 3 FORUM 

 

17th September 2008 
 

Report of the Assistant Chief Executive 
 

Sedgefield Borough Local Improvement Programme 
 
Update on Project Activity 
 
This report provides the Area Forum with an update on project activity as part 
of Sedgefield Borough Council’s Local Improvement Programme (LIP). 
  
The purpose of the LIP Programme is to improve community assets and 
support community engagement in the regeneration of local areas. As part of 
this, Local Communities can propose projects against set criteria agreed by 
Sedgefield Borough Council. Through this Programme resources will be 
released to improve sites and improve the usability of community facilities and 
buildings across the Borough. 
 
The Borough Council established a ‘cut-off’ date for new LIP applications of 
31st July 2008. This date was established to ensure that as we are in the final 
year of the scheme, that we had sufficient time to appraise and prioritise 
projects before the end of the programme in March 2009. A number of 
projects have been received for consideration by the Borough Council. These 
are summarised below. 
 
The Area 3 Forum has been allocated £532,000 of LIP capital resources 
between 2006 and 2009. This level of resource is available for community 
organisations and partner Town and Parish Council’s to bid for to fund a 
range of eligible project activity. 
 
LIP Approvals to date 
Trimdon MUGA      £58,325 
Trimdon Centre Fees     £12,774 
Sedgefield Parish Hall Phase 1    £37,000 
Ceddesfeld Hall Technical Study    £1,762 
Fishburn Memorial Playing Field    £58,900 
Fishburn Recreation Development Tech Study  £11,280 
Trimdon Community College MUGA Tech Study £7,640 
Trimdon Community College MUGA   £45,000 
Sedgefield Parish Hall Phase 2    £80,000 
Total Approved to date     £312,681 
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Total Funding Remaining    £219,319 
 
 
 
LIP Applications Received                    LIP Funding Requested 
Trimdon Grange Play Area *   £70,000 
Ceddesfeld Hall Redevelopment   £103,000 
Sedgefield Squash Club    £33,000 
Sedgefield Cricket Club    £29,820 
Trimdon Community Centre   £100,000 
Fishburn Recreation Project   £unknown amount 
 
Total Requested from LIP   £335,820 
 
* Projects discussed at a previous area forum meeting 
 
Difference      + £116,501 
 
The above table illustrates that we are over subscribed against the money 
remaining in the LIP Budget. This picture has been repeated across all other 
Area Forum Areas. 
      
Project Proposals to be considered 
 
Sedgefield Squash Club Court and Shower Refurbishment Programme -   
Sedgefield Squash Club 
The applicant has stated that the project aims to refurbish two areas within the 
squash club building.  This consists of Wall and Floor replacement on both 
Courts and refurbishment of Ladies and Gents showers and changing rooms.  
The applicant has stated that with improved facilities the club would 
encourage increased membership and use of the facility thereby giving a 
longer lifespan to the club.  The applicant has applied for £33,000 which is 
99% of the total project cost.  
 
Development of Changing Facilities – Sedgefield Cricket Club 
This project aims to create a new change/shower facility.  The applicant has 
stated that the new facility would be used by members of Sedgefield Cricket 
Club, the local Rugby club and the local Bowls Club   The current facilities are 
of a poor standard, are small, outdated and fail to meet the basic needs of 
female and disabled users.   The applicant has stated that the impact from 
this facility would increase membership, increase coaching, increase school 
involvement and increase use by other sports activities.  The applicant has 
applied for £29,820 which is 75% of the total project cost. 
 
Trimdon Colliery Community Centre – Trimdon Colliery Community 
Association 
This project aims to demolish the existing aged temporary community building 
and rebuild a new community centre, to create a focal point for residents.  The 
applicant has stated that the new centre will provide services for the residents 
of Trimdon Colliery and the wider communities in Sedgefield and County 
Durham.  These will include a multi use sports and leisure hall/function hall, 
training rooms, social enterprise rooms, counselling/advice rooms, a culture 
and heritage room, a café and a dedicated state of the art childcare facility.   
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An application to the Big Lottery Fund is presently being considered and has 
reached the final decision making stage, other match funding is being applied 
for.  The applicant has applied for £100,000 which is 10% of the total project 
capital cost.  
 
Fishburn Recreation Project – Fishburn Parish Council 
The aim of this project is to bring together 3 distinct groups, Fishburn Boys’ 
Football Club, South Durham Boxing Club, and Fishburn Bowls Club, to 
provide them with first class facilities in which they are able to prosper.  The 
construction of a new pavilion would provide training, changing and social 
facilities for all users, along with a Multi Use Games Area, new play area, 
three extra football pitches of a superior standard.  The applicant has stated 
that the facility would enable increased participation in sport and active 
recreation.  The applicant is applying for funding from various sources and 
has applied for an unknown amount of LIP monies against a total project cost 
of £2,083,328. 
 
To be able to take a project of this size forward within the LIP timescales, 
significant progress will have to be made securing the match funding 
necessary to implement the scheme. 
 

 

Projects already discussed at Area Forum 
 
The following projects were discussed at previous Area Forums. Information 
on these projects has also been included in this report so that Area Forum 
can see projects aspirations against other projects already considered and 
supported by the Area Forum but not yet approved by Sedgefield Borough 
Council. 
 
Trimdon Grange Play Area – Trimdon Grange Community Association. 
The project represents phase one of a larger scheme to provide a junior play 
area and MUGA on land adjacent to Trimdon Grange Community Centre.  
Phase one, funded by LIP, would provide a new junior play area, consisting of 
4 pieces of dedicated play equipment and firesmart grass mats safety 
surfacing on an area of land 325 square metres.  The applicant has stated 
that the project will combat anti-social behaviour, as the children will have a 
safe area to play, socialise and create a healthier village.  The applicant has 
applied for £70,000 which is 84% of the total project costs. 
   
 
    
Ceddesfeld Hall Redevelopment – Sedgefield Community Association 
This project will enhance the existing facilities and open up disused and 
underused spaces in the first floor, attics and basement, all of which will 
become available for public use.  The first phase, to which this application 
relates, involves the installation of a lift to all levels, a new IT facility, IT 
education in the community provision, refurbished toilets and new office 
accommodation for the neighbourhood warden and the association.  The 
applicant has stated that this project will give added value to the existing 
provision, offer new opportunities for groups and individuals who are currently 
not catered and will in turn help in protecting the longevity of the association.  
The applicant has applied for £103,000 which is 48% of the total project costs. 
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Current Position 
 

Given that the Local Improvement Programme is in it’s final year of operation 
(3-year programme from April 2006 – March 2009), the Capital Programme 
Team are keen to make progress on applications quickly given the timescales 
for decision making in the run up to the close of the scheme. 
 

 

 

Next Steps  
 
Given the amount of projects that have been submitted within the Area 3 
locality and the available monies within the Local Improvement Programme 
for Area 3, the Capital Programme Team will now work in more detail with all 
applicants to discuss the impact and outcomes expected from the project and 
look at key issues such as local priorities and the deliverability of the overall 
project within the timeframe remaining for the LIP Programme. This will assist 
in the task of prioritising projects that will be taken through the decision 
making process of Sedgefield Borough Council. 
 
Recommendation from the Strategy and Regeneration Section: 
 
That the Area Forum considers the above list of projects and offers any 
comments about the projects in relation to priorities for the Area 3 locality and 
how each project will meet local needs. Representatives from the projects will 
be available to answer questions if necessary. 
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